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’ FOR THE GUARDIAN. 


AN ADDRESS TO YOUTH, 


ZNDEAVOURING TO PERSUADE THEM THAT YOUTH IS THE 
PROPER SEASON FOR THE ACQUISITION OF RELIGION, AND 
THAT IF THEY DO NOT OBTAIN IT THEN, THEY HAVE VERY 
LITTLE REASON TO THINK THEY EVER SHALL. 


My DEAR YOUNG FRIENDS, . 


It is to be presumed that most of you who rend: this 
work, read your Bibles also—that you are in the habit of 
attending public worship on the Sabbath—that you are in 
some degree acquainted with the leading doctrines of the 
Christian religion—or at least that you have some general 
idea of the disobedience of Adam, the consequent displea- 
sure of God, the character, sufferings, and death of Jesus 
Christ, and the objeet for which he suffered. It is farther 
to be presumed that you know you are accountable 
beings, and must one day appear before the judgment- 
seat of Christ, and receive pardon or condemnation from 
his lips, and that there are but two places provided to 
receive all the race of Adam—one of inexpressibie and 
interminable happiness, the other of extreme and never- 
ending misery; and that all the persons of whom yeu 
have ever heard, or read i of ancient or modern history ; 
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all the persons you meet with in the street, of whatever 
age, station, or occupation; all the companious of your 
childhood or youth; ali the persons who compose the fa- 
milres to which you beiong; are assuredly travelling to- 
wards one or the other of these places, or have been al- 
ready fixed there for eternity. Perhaps it may be farther 
presumed, that yeu have, at times, some solemn thoughts 
on the subject of death and eternity ; and the idea of the 


judgment day, and being in the immediate presence of 


the great God, (for every eye shall behold him when he 

cometh to judge the world) gives you an inward terror 
and alarm: you feel that you are unprepared tu meet 
him; you are conscious of many sins; vou know that you 
have many times disobeyed your parents; that you have 
profaued the Sabbath day ; that you have not always kept 
truth inviolate ; that you have had envious and malicious 
thoughts towards your young companions ; perhaps you 
have taken God’s blessed name in vain, &c.: then you 
feel an inward conviction that you are unfit to dwell with 
God in heaven, and that some change must take place 
within you, or you will never be admitted there. Many 
voung persons, my dear friends, have gone thus far, and 
then Satan has employed one of his most common, most 
unsuspected, but most successful snares, and persuaded 
them that neither childhood, or youth, was the proper 
season for religious exercises and affections ; and that after 
a few years, or when they should attain to the age of their 
parents, they would find it much easier to acquire religion 
and to keep God’s commands, than at their early age. 
Alas! my dear young friends, how false is this, Ask ex- 
perienced Christians, ask your pious parents, (if you have 
the happiness to possess such) and they will tell you, that 
the engagements and increasivg cares of advancing life, 
are greater barriers to the acquisition of religion than the 
pleasures and amusements of youth. The goed Dr. 
Doddridge thinks it rare for persons to experience religion 
afier the age of twenty-four; and those who expenence 
religion in advanced life, are so few in number, that they 
may be called exceptions indeed. I now speak of the first 
possession of true religion. Many persons are converted 
im youth, who do not publicly profess it until middle life, 
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or perhaps old age. My dear young friends, if you feel 
any interest in this subject, examine it for yourselves. Be- 
lieve me you have an interest in it. God grant that you 
may feel it before it be for ever too late. In all the great 
revivals of religion, a majority of the converts are under 
twenty, some twelve, thirteen, and fourteen years of age. 
If you will take the trouble to read the lives of pious per- 
sons, you will rarely find one who experienced religion 
after middle life. Many of them experienced religion in 
childhood. . Of those pious females who have lately died 
in this country, Mrs. Ramsey experienced religion at 
fourteen ; Mrs. Newell, Miss Woodbury, and Miss Smelt, 
from sixteen to seventeen. I mention these particularly, 
because I suppose most of you have read their lives. If 
you will attend to the obituary articles in our Magazines, 
and other periodical publications, you will find a majority 
of those who lived and died in the faith, experienced reli- 
gion under eighteen. My dear young friends, you have read 
such a passage in Scripture as being hardened through the- 
deceitfulness of sin. This it is which causes the difficulty 
ef obtaining religion to increase with increasing years. 
That sin which greatly distressed a young person at fifteen, 
at twenty can be committed with little remorse ; at thirty, 
ean be committed, day after day, without the least mae 
from conscience or sense of guilt. The sin has not chang- 
ed its nature as the person has advanced in life, nor has 
it become less hateful in the sight of God, nor will it receive 
a less punishment in the eternal world; but the unhappy 
sinner has become hardened through the deceitfulness of 
sin. ‘That religious truth which will fill young eyes with 
tears, and cause young hearts to beat, will be heard by 
persons more advanced in life with stupid unconcern. 
Their reason and their judgment, as respects temporal 
things, have become sound and mature; but with respect to 
religious truth, they are hardened through the deceitfulness 
ofsin. My dear young friends, believe the united testimon 
of the word, and the providence of God. There will be 
no subsequent period in your lives when you will find 
your hearts more disposed to receive Divine truth than 
the present, ‘The longer you live without God, the harder 


will it be to find him.— There is another artifice, my dear 
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yours friends, which Satan practises upon you, and whicti 
as perhaps destroyed as many souls as the one already 
mentioned : it is, an endeavour to persuade you that you 
¢ar obtain religion whenever you wish. But this is con- 
tradicted, both in the word and providence of God. We 
are told in several passages in the Scripture, there is a 
time when the patience of God is. clean gone for ever; 
that he will shut his ears to the cries cf sinners; that there 
are some for whom Christians ought not to pray; that 
some are given up, &c. aud we find i‘ so in the providence 
ef God. If persons can obtain religion whenever they 
wish, why do not ali persons obtain it when they are 
brought to their death beds, and die in peace. You know, 
my young friends, this is not always the case. You fre- 
quently hear of wicked persons who die in great distress. 
They cry for mercy, but do not obtain it; and die, con- 
fessing to all.about them, that they have no expectation 
of being made happy after death, but begin already to 
ieel some of that torment which will never end. 

My dear young friends, you cannot obtain religion 
whenever you wish; it is the gift of God; and if you have 
despised his authority, and broken his laws all your days, 
can you reasonably suppose he will give it you upom your 
dying beds, when your oppcriunity for glorifying him in 
this world, or benefitting your felfow beings here, is closing 
for ever? He may, it is true; for “ who shall limit the 
Holy One of Israel: but is there any reason to think he 
will? Does he not generally leave such to perish in their 
sins? 

My dear young friend, who art now reading this paper, 
whoever you are, or however young you may be, believe 
ine, there is no time to be lost. Do you not hear Chris- 
tians praying for you, intreating God with tears, that he 
would have mercy on the rising generation, and turn their 
hearts to himself. They pray thus, because they know 
the value of the soul, and that this life is the only oppor- 
tunity afforded for securing ils eternal interests, and that 
youth is that period for which there is the greatest pro- 
bability that their prayers will be heard. You seldom hear 
them thus fervently pray for the aged. ‘The Lord does 
not give them faith to pray thus for the aged sinner. Ii 
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seems like praying for one already dead. Youth is the 
best season to obtain religion in, almost the only season: 
let me, therefore, my young friend, intreat you this night 
before you sleep, to fall on your knees before the Lord, 
and beg him to open your eyes to discern your real situa- 
tion, and that for Christ’s sake he would give you power 
to repent and believe; and may He, who cailed this beau- 
tiful world into existence with a word, who said to dead 
Lazarus, come forth, say to thy soul, “ be of good cheer, 


thy sins are forgiven thee.” 
New-Canaan, April 16th, 1819. 
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MEMOIR OF REBECCA M. COIT 


(Concluded from page 229.) 


On the Lord’s day morning, her request in the prayers. 


of the church was, “that God’s will might be done.” In 
the course of the day it was observed to her, “‘ You are 
very weak, but God can give you strength.” She clasped 
her hands, raised her eyes to heaven, and said, ‘‘ Lord, I 
believe, help mine unbelief.” 

On Monday, being asked, “Is Jesus still precious to 
you P” * Yes.” * Do you think much of him?” “ Oh, yes, 
he is my all.” 

On Tuesday she appeared so much better, that hopes 
were cherished of her recovery. Under the influence of 
these hopes, it was remarked to her, “the Lord seems to 
bless the means, and we hope that you will be restored to 
us. Do you wish to liver” “ Yes, if it is the Lord’s will; 
but I desire to have no will of my own.” After this she 
had a relapse, and continued to grow worse on Wednes- 
day, Thursday, and Friday. 

On Saturday morning she roused, and was perfecily 
collected, signifying that she knew the mnembers of the 
family, and took an affectionate farewell of them. Her 
brother-in law asked her, “ Whether Jesus was still pre- 
cious to her? Whether she felt that she was going to be 
with him? Whether she*felt hat far better than to remain 
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herer” To each of these questions she answered in the 
affirmative, by bowing her head and pressing the hand 
which she held. He then said,“ You love us all very 
much?” She bowed her head. “ But,” he added, “ You 
Jove Jesus better?” She bowed her head with a force 
which could only be understood by those who witnessed it. 

In this sweet and happy frame of mind did this child 
continue, answering, in the most satisfactory manner, the 
questions which were put to her, even after she was un- 
able to articulate, antil the night of December 19, 1818, 
at half past 11 o’clock, when, without a struggle or groan, 
she entered into the rest which remaineth for the people 
of God. 

During the whole course of her illness she, never ex- 

ressed a wish to recover—nor the least fear of death. 
When she parted for ever with her friends, she never shed 
a tear; and her countenance expressed the most perfect 
ealmness and composure. 

The above narrative naturally suggests to every reader 
the following practical truths. 

1. God can and does out of the mouth of babes and 
sucklings perfect praise. To what»cause but the power 
of his grace alone can we ascribe the views, feelings, and 
conduct of this child? After all that can be said about 
ihe immocence of childhood, the word of God assures us, 
*‘ that foolishness is bound up in the heart of a child,” and 
daily experience incontestibly proves, that the great ma- 
jority of children are perverse as well as thoughtless in 
their conduct. What anguish of spirit do multitudes of 
them produce in the bosoms of their parents by their indo- 
tence—their inordinate love of play—their reluctance to 
study—their fretfulness and sullenness under affectionate. 
restraint, and their actual disobedience. How many of 
them are utterly regardless of God—deaf tothe voice of 
religious instruction—careless about the salvation of their 
souls, and averse to the ordinances of divine worship. But 
unlike the majority of those of her own age, this <hild de- 
lighted in pleasing her parents in all matters which they 
deemed important; and, at last, to their unspeakable hap- 
piness, embraced the Lord Jesus as her Saviour. Who 
made her to differ? None but God, by his restraining 
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grace, kept her from the common sins of childhood. And 
none but He, by his saving grace, enabled her to be ar 
with entire submission the sickness of the body, and to de- 
partin the hope and triumph of the Gospel. ‘Phough she 
had, whilst in health, often wept, because she thought 
herself a wicked child ; yet, from her own confession, she 
did not then know, experimentally, her own sinful state 
by nature. This knowledge God alone, by his Holy Spirit, 
can impart to such achild: and she was aware of the 
difference between it and the mere conviction she had be- 
fore experienced. During the whole course of her sick- 
ness, she displayed nothing of that peevisliness or disposi- 
tion to complain, so common to children when they suffer 
bodily pains; but on the contrary, seemed to forget her 
body altogether, and only attend to the concerns of her 
soul. She submitted to the painful remedies prescribed for 
her recovery, without a shrink ora murmur. Her an- 


swers to the questions proposed, and exhortations to those. 


around her, evidently could not be the result of education 
alone; for they discover a maturity of understanding 
above her years, and that understanding exerting its pow- 
ers on subjects directly opposed to ‘the foolishness” of 
the childish heart. Though, in such expressions as 
‘Jesus washing her in the blood of the Lamb,” there is 
evidence of incorrect language, yet in the connexion in. 
which the quotations of Scripture were made by her, there 
is a striking correctness of judgment. And the whole of 
her observations can have orginated only in a mind en- 
lightened and directed by the Spirit of God. She was per- 
fectly rational, exempt from delirium, excepting on the 
‘Thursday previous to her death, when she talked much and 
incoherently —after which she was in a stupor the most part 
of the time until her death. Even when she was supposed 
to be dying, and was taking leave of the family, she ob- 
served the absence of the little servant girl, and inquired 
for her, wishing her to come to the bed side, that she might 
take ber hand and bid her farewell. 

2. Young children are, in this case, taught the impor- 
tant truth, that their youth does not incapacitate them 
from attending to the eternal interests of their souls. They 
are in the habit of thinking, and their parents too gener- 
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ally in the habit of encouraging in them the opinion, thai 
they are innocent --not sinners ; and therefore religion is 
not only unnecessary for them, but injurious to their pres- 
ent happiness. Whoever questions the truth of this re- 
mark, need only examine the views and feelings of a 
great majority of children, and the system of education 
adopted by their parents. Among the professed follow- 
ers of the Lord Jesus, he wiil find confirmation on this 
subject, enough to make him doubt either the reality of 
reiigion, or the sincerity of their profession. Though 
children are considered capable of studying and improving 
in knowledge that merely relates to this life—that knowl- 
edge which relates to the life to come is neglected as _ too 
high for them, and they are left to grow up ignorant of God 
and his salvation. Here, however, we have an example 
which incontrovertibly proves the capacity of young child- 
ren to receive the truth as it isin Jesus; and no process of 
reasoning can afiord a suflicient apology for their neg- 
lect of this trath. The exhortation which God addressed to 
them is ‘Remember now thy Creator in the days of thy 
youth.” Those that seek me early,” promises the wis- 
dom of God, “shall find me.” And in tbe days of his in- 
carnation the Redeemer said, “ Suffer little children, and 
forbid them not, to come unto me, for of such is the king- 
dom of God.”” The duty of children, then, is to embrace 
the Lord Jesus, who stands ready to receive them as well 
as their parents. Their youth will not exempt them from 
his displeasure and indignation if they reject his grace; 
and parents who neglect to bring their offspring to Christ, 
now in the day of grace, will find, in the day of judgment, 
to their anutterable dismay, that the blood of their offspring 
is in their skirts. It is a solemn, irrefragable, and everlast- 
ing truth, that parents are responsible for the souls of 
their children; and therefore they are bound to do all they 
can for their salvation, to escape condemnation in the day 
of the Lord. All the care which has been taken for their 
temporal comfort and respectability will avail nothing to- 
wards their eternal happiness. Oh, that all parents were 
wise to train up their children in the fear of the Lord, 
and that all children would give their hearts unto him whe 
took such like them in his arms and blessed them. 
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3 Pious parents have encouragement to persevere in 
their care for the souis of their children. No fruits unto 
eternal life, of the instruction given and example afforded 
to this child by her father and mother, appeared for a long 
time. Year after year was gone, atid though she was 
affeetionate and dutiful—indeed all that could be desired 
irom a child of her years, so far as time 1s concerned— 
yet, to human judgment, she was withoat God, and 
therefore without hope. Her parents sent her to such 
schools as they approved: schools where she was taught 
by her teachers to fear God, and reverence his word. In 
this they acted under the direction of enlightened piety 5 
and itis a subject worthy of most fervent supplication to 
God, that Christian parents universally may feel it to be 
their duty to put their children fnder the care of none but 
Christian instructors. Many children of such parents are 
ruined in this world,.and unfitted for the world to comé, 
because their teachers have‘utterly neglected or despised. 
the greai salvation. It is true, teachers no more than 
parents, can change the heart; but teachers as well as 
parents, are bound to be workers together with God in pro- 
noting the spiritual! and eternal interests of children: and 
where boih unite in their exertions, though they may not 
see the immediate fruits of their labour, yet in the end 
they have reason io expect the blessing. At six years, 
the subject of this memoir was affected; but her sorrow 
evidently was sorrow op account of the punishment of sin. 
At ten years she was enlightened to know and feel the evil 
of sin in atself, and loathe it, giving herself unto the Lord 
Jesus Christ for ume and eternity. Let all Christian par- 
ents, then, train up their children in the fear of the Lord, 
trusting in the Lord that he will glorify himself in them, 
sooner or later. 
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REFLECTIONS OF A 


SUMMER EVENING’S WALK. 


_« There is nothing, excepting the glorious revelation of 
Divine truth, that deserves the meditation of an intelli- 
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gent mind so much as the beauties of nature and the 
biessings of Providence, displayed iu the creation of our 
God. Even the meanest object within the sphere of hu- 
man observation, has “ Omnipotence my great original” 
stamped on it ia characters indelible: and the contem- 
piative soul whilst musing on these beauties, is led to ex- 
claim with the Psalmist, O Lord our Lord, how excel- 
lent is thy name in ail the earth!” 

Tired of the perplexing cares of business and the noisy 
town, and alluved by the salubrity of the atmosphere, 
the delight of the evening, and a desire for some calm 
meditation on my Maker and his glorious works, I left 
the scene of my toils to ramble in the fields; and soon 
hurry and confusion was changed for tranquillity and 
solitude. How sweet a relief, thought I, to the fatigued 
spirits and the wearied mind, is this hour of seclusion. 
Pheebus, bright harbinger of love, without whose refulgent 
and healing rays this beauteous orb would become a mass 
of adamant, was descending rapidly in the western sky, 
inviting the weary labourer to repair to rest. Sweet em- 
blem, poor sinner, of the condescension and love of the 
blessed Jesus; he stoops in mercy, he importunes with 
thee, and, in melting accents, says, ‘Come unto me all 
ye that are weary and heavy laden, and I will give you 
rest.” Come, for “f will not that any should perish.” 
Come, let us reason together, for though thy sins be as 
scarlet, they shall be as wool; and though of the deepest 
dye, “like crimson, they shall be whiier than snow.” 
Passing onward, I entered a corn-field: the grain had 
been matured by the goodness of God, and sheafed 
by the hand of the labourer, fit to be gathered into the 
barn. Here I paused—whilst nature, in sublime and aw- 
ful delineation, painted to my imagination the final day 
of retribution; when the Messiah, wrapped in thunder, 
lighted by the flames of dissolving worlds, and surrounded 
by the heralds of his throne, shall blow that dreadful 
blast, shaking heaven and earth, and calling quick and 
dead to give account of te deeds done in the body, whet! 
er they be good, or whethes they be evil; learn then, O 
my soul! that, as the tares which grow among the corn 
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being worthless, are cast into the fire; so thou, if unin: 
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terested in a Saviour’s death, shall receive a departure to 
ever asting perdition, which shal! be sealed upon thee ir- 
redcemable. But not such is the state of the soul who 
has fled for refuge to the cross, the soul, whose robes are 
washed and made clean in the blood of the Lamb: he, 
symbe-ical of the corn that is gathered into the garner, shall 
soon be gathered in, with the Redeemer’s cliosen ones, to 
a participation of glory, honour, and immortaliiy. 

The adjoining field to this was likewise clothed with 
corn; but the reaper had not yet put in his sickle, and 
the tares were permitted to remain for a little time longer 
with the grain: this led me in earnest to adopt the words 
of the poet— 


‘Do I love the Lord, or no? 
Am I his, or am 1 not?” 


Qh, almighty Father! search me and try me, andsee if 
any principle of love to thee be possessed, and if there be, - 
strengthen and cultivate it; if not, awaken me to the dan- 
ger of my situation, and show me ‘the awful guif, to whose 
verge Iam so heedlessly approaching. By this time, the sun 
had descended the horizon; yet his beams were gambling 
with beauteous variety in the azure sky, and promised 4 
propitidus day for the ingathering of ihe fruits of the 

earth. ‘Turning my eyes around, I beheld Cynthia, sweet 
Pharos of the night, in fair attire, emerging from behind 
an eastern cloud, tinging ifs rugged summit with her sil- 
ver ray, and extenuating, though in feeb'er accents than 
ihe sun, the praises of Jehovah. Forbid it, O Lord, that 
sun, moon, and stars should thus melcdiously chant thy 
praise, and adore thy elevated character, whilst man, a 
traveller to immortality, should be dormant to thy peerless 
perfections, careless of thy matchless love, and willingly 
ignorant of the truths of Christianity. Night advancing, 
1 now began to bend my steps homeward (and prudence), 
for it was late, and the dew fell heavily, dictated the near- 
est way. My road lay through a long lane, shaded on ei- 
iher side by a high hedge and pendent trees, Weil, 
thought I, taking a retrospect of the pieasing scenes | had 
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beheld, this had better been the prelude to. my rambie, 
than the conclusion of it, (not considering the proposition 
I had before advanced, that useful lessons are to be learn- 
ed from all God’s works, though some may not appear so 
attractive as others;) the dreary lane, indeed, is not so 
delightful as the lofty summit, nor does the humble cot- 
tage appear so congenial to our desire as the more stately 
edifice, but the testimony of experience is, that content- 
ment, peace, and security may exist in the one, whilst 
care and danger are the constant attendants of the other. 
Walking along, my attention was directed to the glitter- 
ing light of a glow-worm—correct resemblance of man’s 
moral character: accurate picture, thought I of the fal- 
lacious deporiment and dispositions of the generality of 
mankind; the glow-worm is only perceptible in the dark, 
for as soon as the morning begins to dawn, its glimmer- 
ing light dwindles into nought: so is man, he is capable 
of assuming an angel form, and of rendering himself af- 
fable and attractive to those around him. But bring his 
conduct to the test, and compare his deportment with the 
requirements of the law of God, and that which appeared 
amiable and fascinating will sink into oblivion, and his best 
performances will appear worthless and vile. Upon re- 
flection, then, Q man! what art thou? even nature chides 
thy every action, and the word of God represents thee as 
shapen in iniquity, transgression, and sin; that thou art 
unable of thyself to perform a good action, or think a good 
thought. But despair not; thou art the noblest of the 
creation of God, made only a little lower than the angels; 
Jesus hath atoned for thee; look unto him and he will jus- 
tify thee freely by his grace, and meeten thee for a bles. 
sed inheritance. A few fleeting hours, believer, and the 
blissful vistas of eternity shall open to thy enraptured 
eyes. A few fleeting hours, and then sorrow and sighing 
shallbedone away. — 

A few fleeting hours, and the minstrelsy of heaven 
shall tune thy voice to join the Hallelujah to the Lamb. 
Only a few more fleeting hours, believer, and the dear Re- 
deemer shall welcome thee to glory, boundless as infinity, 
and equa] in duration to the existence of Divinity itself. 

















A Leiter. 


* All o’er those wide-extended plains 
Shines one eternal day, 

There God the Son for ever reigns, 
And scatters night away.” 


Pleased with my evening’s walk, I poured out the 
aspirations of my soul in gratitude at the feet of Jesus, 
praying, that if I lived it might be to his glory, or if 1 
should awake in another world, it might prove to the weil- 
being of my immortal spirit, and with these thoughts clo- 
sed my eyes to rest. 

AMICUS JUVENIS. 


COMMUNICATED FOR THE GUARDIAN. 


A LETTER 


Written by Miss Dorcas Valpey, of Salem, (who died April 


19, 189, aged 13 years and 8 months,) to a friend in 
Andover, transcribed verbatim as it came Jrom her pen. 


Dear FRIEND, Marca 15, 1819. 


“| take my pen to write you one more letter, which I 
suppose will ‘be the last one that ever I shall write. My 
journey here is short; I have soon got to sail through the 
gates of death, where you must follow me. O Martha | 
have you the fear of death, should it come? or has God 
taken it away? If not, you must pray to lim that he 
may. 

* This world is a vapour—you might be suddenly taken 
sick ;—on your death bed, perhaps, death would look like 
aterror to you. The Lord has taken the fear of death 
from: me. I feel willing to go when the Lord shall see fit. 
About a week since, I thougit I could hardly feel willing 
to live through the month of March: but now I feel wil- 
ling to live or die, as the Lord shall see fit. My soul says, 
O Lord, tly kingdom come, thy will be done in me, as 
tlrou seest fit. 1 feel willing to leave father and mother, 
uncle and aunt, brotier and si to go hence. O Martha, 
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do not have so much of the vanities of this world;—wiaf 
will they all look to you like, when on a death bed;— 
dressing up these bodies, which are made of dust, and 
must return to dust again? You must give my love to all 
my friends ;—you must excuse me for the liberty [ have 
taken in writing; but it is a great chance if evei I see you 
again. I shall be gone, to be seen by man no more on 
earth. 

“ March 16th. No longer than two years since, I had no 
thought of being called to leave the world so scon. But 
the great Jehovah has called upon me! O Martha, I feel p 
a new love to all the Christian friends which I never fel! 
before, and a new love to my blessed Lord and Master. | 
wish I loved him more and more, My health fails me & - 
very fast, and Iam willing it should. A young gist called 
to see me a few days since, who enjoyed her liberty in the 
wide world. After she was gone, I thought that I was placed 
in a happier place than she; and I suppose that she thoug)t 
her station was better than mine. But if death should 
come to her, she would have that awful fear. O Martha, 
Ihave my best seasons in mediatting alone. But once | 
should have thought it could not have been so. This 
morning, before I was up, I thought [ could say I had a 
good time alone. I don’t know as you would have cal'ed 
it a good season, unless you feit the same. I wept, but it 
was sweet to my soul. Once I should have thought it could 
not have been. IJ was thinking how much Christ suffered 
to save a worm like me—thinking what my sufferings 
were to his ;—they are nothing; no, nothing, compared 
with his: he was nailed to the cross, and willing to bear it 
all for us. © Martha, do try to fee! willing to die. We 
have spent a great many unprofitable hours together, for 
the which, | hope, the Lord will forgive us. You will 
think of me when Iam gone hence, to be seen no more 3 
when my voice is closed, to be heard no more. As you 
are now, so once was I; as I shall be then, soon you must 
be: Prepare for death, and follow me. i 

“} should Itke to have you write to me your mind con- 
cerning death. I must bid you farewell—perhaps for 
ever,”’ 
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FOR THE GUARDIAN. 
A JOURNEY. 


Few are sensible how many are the opportunities of do- 
ing good which are neglected. In our intercourse with 
the world, a prudent reproof, an affectionate warning, or 


f faithful advice, may often be instrumental in a soul’s sal- 


vation. * Cast not pearls before swine,” is the often re- 
peated excuse of the diffident, undecided Christian. But 
is not that passagé frequently misapplied ? With a realiz- 
ing view of eternal realities, let conscience decide our du- 
ty, and prudence direct our course. ‘These were the im- 
pressions with which I commenced a journey. 

The first incident which I shall mention, is the conversa- 
tion with my fellow passengers in the Stage. One of them, 
a merchant, hardly noticed what was passing around him. 
His thoughts appeared completely absorbed in the con- 
templation of some subject, which to his mind assumed a 
vast importance; perhaps a scheme of commercial enter- 
prize for the acquiring of wealth. Another seemed totally 
destitute of thought: one would hardly suppose an idea 
had ever penetrated his pericranium. Neither joy nor 
love beamed in his countenance. Neither grief nor anger 
appeared ever to have influenced his heart. He was ina 
sense therefore, a nihility 5; except that he troubled those a 
little who had the misfortune to sit next him, by his drowsy 
nodding and lazy motions. An interesting, innocent-look- 
ing lad attracted my attention. How do you employ 
yourself? said [to him. At schoo!, sir, was the reply. [ 
asked him if he loved to attend school ? Very much, said 
he, and have endeavored to improve the time. How do 
you spend your leisure? In reading such bouks as my 
parents and instructors recommend. I inquired if he read 
the Bible. O yes, he replied, frequently, and have com- 
mitted many of the chaptersto memory. I asked if he 
still continued the practice. He replied, “ My prceptor 
new requires me to remember only the ideas; and to an- - 
swer, in my own words, the questions he may ask from the 
chapiers.” [observed to him, that he probably found 
this more dificult. “Iwas much assisted at first,” said 
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he, “by the Biblical Catechisms which are published.” 
Of what use will all this beto you? saidI. Our instruc- 
tor told us,” he observed, “that it would improve the 
memory, mature the mind, and learn us to express our 
ideas readily, and with accuracy. Besides this, we learn 
those truths which will guide us safely through life, and 
prepare us for a better world.” After thanking him for 
his discreet answers, and encouraging him to proceed in so 
laudable a course, we found we had arrived at the dining 
Hotel. 

After a short time, we set out again, and saw we had 
an increased number of passengers. One of them remark- 
ed the beautiful scenery of the surrounding country, and 
expatiated on the bounties of Providence. “It is the true 
mode of travelling,” said he, “to observe the objects of 
iature, not with the eye of a Poet or Philosopher only, 
but of a Christian too.” He spoke of the rapidity with 
which we passed. Yes, said I, and it is not an unapt em- 
blem of the flight of time. Year afier year, rolls on, 
fast carrying us to our destined home. We _ should, 
therefore, be actively and constantly employed in promoting 
the glory of our Maker. Upon my word, one immedi- 
ately exclaimed, you are an odd feilow. Are you a 
Methodist, or what are your Resolving ‘notto be dis- 
concerted by the impudence of a scoffer, I told him ina 
determined manner, I was a believer of the Bible, and as 
I humbly hoped, a sincere worsh'per of God. He made 
no reply and troubled us no more. But his countenance 
assumed an expression of that malicious hatred of divine 
treth, which reigns in the natural heart of man. A phy- 
siclan who was present had been hitherto silent; but by 
forcing a litle courage, he asked with a sneer, if such 
things were woithy the thought of a man of sense.— 
They do engross, said I, the attention of multitudes of 
first rate talents They are subjects too which angels de- 
light to contemplate. They very often, said the physi- 
cian, trouble my patients, and counteract the effect of all 
my medicines. It was not religion, J told him, but the 
want of it that excited this anxiety. In all my profession- 
ul business, said he, I have ever found it more difficult to 
cure the mind of prejudice and bigotry, than the disease 
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and infirmity of the body. I have sometimes been asked, 
continued he, if my soul was in good health, and as often 
have wondered what it meant. I usually direct them, 
however, to feel ifs pulse. Be serious, my friend, said I, 
and examine by the word of God. He hag there pointed 
out the symptoms of that illness which terminates in eter- 
na! death ; he has there prescribed the only effectual re- 
medy. Do yon ever pray to God? I have go leisure, 
said he, for such business. Do you ever worship him in 
his sanctuary P—Never. Physicians you know, are ex- 
cused. Ah! has Jehovah excused any class of men from 
worshipping him? I know nothing about that, said he; 
common opinion does, and that for me is enough. Re-. 
member, said I, there is a higher tribunal, and one from 
which there can be no appeal. Here we arrived at the stage’ 
house in the city of-——, and immediately dispersed in 
different directions. I consoled myself with the idea that. 
few of this useful profession would subscribe to such prin- 
ciples. The numerous and interesting occurrences which 
took place in the city must be deferred to another oppor-- 
tunity. B.. 


eae ee 


THE DANGER OF PROCRASTINATION. 


In the sacred word of God, we read that when the great 
Apostle of the Gentiles stood before Felix. the governor, and 
reasoned of righteousness, temperance, and judgment to 
come, Felix trembled.” His guilty couscience was alarm- 
ed wien Paul set forth the necessity of justice and equity 
towards our fellow-creatures; of being chaste and temper- 
ale; and especially when he represented in the mest glow- 
ing colours, and the most eloquent strains, the tremen- 
dous judgment to come; when the secreig of all bearts 
would be explored, and the cruel and ignominious actions 
of Felix himself would be exposed to the view of assem- 
bled angels and men. ‘The impression, however, is but of 
short duration. He endeavours to calm his troubled mind 


-by saying unto Paul, “Go thy way for this time; when I 


have a convenient season IJ will call for thee.” We do 


not read that ever this “ery season came. Perhaps. 
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he was never afterwards inclined to listen to the serious 
discourses of his prisoner; but having kis mind totally en- 
gaged in the affairs of this life, he altogether forgot the 
one thing needful. 

Ah! my dear young friend, is not Felix’s case your case ? 
Have you not felt some serious impressions whilst sitting 
under the preaching oi a faithful minister of the gospel of 
Christ? Have you not experienced the stings of a wound- 
ed conse.thce? How then could you reject its faithfnl 
admonitions, and buoy yourself up with the hope that you 
should one day bave leisure and inclination to attend to 
them? The folly of such conduct will be evident if you 
conswer, 

Ist. ‘The great importance attached to eternal things. 
Religion is not a speculative concern. The truths which 
the Bible declares are conveyed in terms the most deci- 
sive, and carry with them evideut marks of their being 
genuine. You may errin the common transactions of 
life, and may possibly be able to rectify your mistake. 
Bat if you err here, you are undone for ever. No human, 
nor even angelic contrivance will be able to deliver you 
from the pit of destruction into which your own folly will 
have brought you. Why then should you delay for a mo- 
ment a thing which is of the utmossimportance? You 
would be astonished at the indifference and neglect of a 
criminal, wir, on being assured of receiving a pardon at 
his own request, should refuse to make this request till 
within a few moments of the time allotted for his execu- 
tion. Yet your imprudence is greater, in proportion as 
the terrors of eternal death exceed those of temporal. 

Z2diy. The uncertainty of life is another grand argument 
against procrastination. ‘The present we may Call our 
own, but the future we cannot. We are exposed to a 
thousand unforeseen events, which may deprive us of our 
existence, and huiry us into an awful eternity. We dare 
not Calculate on the morrow, for 


‘¢ Tn human hearts what holder thoughts can rise, 
Than man’s presumption on to-morrow’s dawn? 
Where is to-morrow! In another world. 

For numbers this is eertain ; the reverse 

is sure to nene.” 
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Yet, strange to say, many young people comfort them- 
selves with such reflections as these :—“I am now in the 
vigour of youth, and in the full enjoyment of health: no 
foul disease threatens to cut short the thread of my exist- 
ence. For aught I know, [ may live to old age, and then 
it will be time enough to make my peace with God.” 
Deladed mortals! For aught you know you may be sum- 
monedyto appear before the tribunal of an angry Jadge 
‘ere the sun has darted his cheering rays through the 
window of your chamber! and the place that knows you, 
may know you no more. Remember that in the midst of 
life you are in death. 

3dly. If you stifle present convictions, you have just rea=. 
son to fear that the Lord will give you up to the hardness. 
and impenitency of your heart. Nothing will then remain 
“but a certain fearful looking for of judgment and fiery 
indignation.” Heb. x. 27. Oh! beware that you wea- 
ry not the patience of a merciful but just God, and cause 
him to swear in his wrath, “ They shall not enter into my 
rest.” Heb. iit. 11. Jesus now invites you to come un- 
to him. Say not, “I will accept the invitation to-mor- 
row,” you may then be in eternity. ‘‘ Behold, now is the 
accepted time; behold, now is the day of salvation.” 2 
Cor. vi. 2. Consider likewise that evil habits will obtain 
a faster hold on yeu in proportion as they are encouraged 
the longer. Conscience will become less and less tender, 
until at last it may be seared with a hotiron. 1 ‘Tim. iv. 2, 


«* Tis easier work, if we begin 
To fear the Lord betimes ; 
While sinnersthat grow old in sin 
Are harden’d in their crime,” —Warrs, 
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A FAMILY SCENE. 


(Contiaued from page 204.) 
_ FEBRUARY 5th, 1819. 


Julia. Don’t the mail sometimes-come in before night? 
T’am sure I can’t wait. 

Thomas. I presume it does occasionally ; but not often,, 
I believe. ‘Tins furnishes us with a very good opportunity 
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for the practice of that patience so much enjoined by our 
dear parents. 

* Julia. Yes, but it is mach easier to theorize upon the 
subject than to practice it. I am sure the afternoon will 
be very long. What a delightful thing it would be to have 
it so happen that they should come unexpectedly and sur- 

rise us. Oh, I can’t help looking for the carriage. 

here, look! who knews but— 

Thomas. Oh, Julia, pexhaps you don’t consider, that, 
if it were they, our Grandina woold probably be dead! For 
they undoubtedly will stay with her as iong as she is so low. 
When Iam wishing them home, I think how unkind it 
would be fer them to leave her, and I feel in a measure re- 
conciled. ButI believe Iam as impatient for the letters 
as youare. Uncle says, he thinks it is certain we shall 
have some to-night. 

Julia. There, the cartiage is stopping —it is Mr. B.’s, 
and Maria is going to cail. (Maria enters, and the usual 
salutations pass. ) 

Maria, 1 have come to beg you, Miss Julia, to go- 
with us this evening to the play—it is the most de- 
lightful thing you ever beard—the same that was acted 
last night. JI would goa dozen times to hear it; it is so. 
bewitcl.ing. William says, he knows if you and your bro- 
ther would only go once cr twice, you would never stay 
athome. He wonders you can be denied so much hap- 
piness. 

Julia. Ithank you, Miss Maria, but it will be quite im- 
possible to night, for we expect fetters and books from. 
our dear parents, and [ would not fail of being here to 
see them the first moment for any thing. 

Thomas. 1 hope you do not think, Miss Julia, that our 
parents are in the least unkind tous. ‘They are very in- 
dulgent to usin every tling that is for our good; and cer- 
tainly we should be very unkind to ourselves, as well as 
ungrateful to them, if we desired any pleasure beyond 
their approbation. We were taken to the Theatre once,. 
and to be sure we were highly gratified, and undosbtedly 
should have been pleased, if we had been indulged again,. 
though we are never in want of pleasure and amusement 
at home. But Pa and Ma, and many good friends assure. 
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us that an attendance will not be for our real good, though 
it might be ever so pleasing for the time; and certainly 
we feel perfectly satisfied with their decisions. 

Julia, ‘The greater the pleasure, the more dangerous 
the consequences they say, because it is not the right kind 
of pleasure. 

Maria. Dear me! what bad consequences can arise 
from such harmless pleasure ? I thought we were made to 
enjoy ourselves. 

Thomas. ‘They say that no amusement should be in- 
dulged that is not of a moral tendency. 

Maria. Well, Pa says there is no hurt in it, and if you 
won’t be offended, he says, though Mr. and Mis. H 
are the best of people, he thinks they are somewhat super- 


stitious about such things. You own you w jour on 





at the Theatre, and now they are gone, I know\your ancle 
and aunt will let you go 

Juli:. Why, Maria, [am surprized! can you think 
that if they should give us leave, we could be happy in 
doing any thing that we had reason to fear our parents 
would dislike? 

Thomas. Iwould not do any thing in their absence, 
which they disapproved of when present, if I could, as 
weil as not, without their ever knowing it. 

Maria. Oh fie! Iam not so very screpulous in such 
little things. ‘To be sure, I mean to respect and obey my 
parents, but— 

Julia. Ours are so very good to us, and we love them 
so much, we should be very unhappy in doing any thing 
contrary to their wishes. I would not disobey them in the 
smallest thing for all the pleasure in the world. 

Maria. Well, now, do tell me how you amuse your- 
selves these long winter evenings? I have not seen you 
any where but at the concerts this ever so long. William 
and I go some where every eveuing, un'ess we have com- 
pany. Oh, we have the mosi delightful parties. 

Julia. We are never in want of amusement, or good 
company. Pa and Ma have a large acquaintance, and 


. "e go out with them very often, and are always adiniited 


into the drawing-room when they have company, 
Maria. But visiting with our parents, where we must 
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be as mute as statues, and as grave as though we were at 
church, is notvery amusing. Do you ever have cards? 

Julia. No. Thave often heard Pa say that he thought 
them very trifling, and a great waste of time, when there 
are so many interesting and important subjects for con- 
versation. What ts more beautiful than to hear elegant 
gentlemen and ladies converse in a lively, sensible, enter- 
taining manner. Iam always delighted. I am sure I had 
rather hear them converse than to talk myself. 

Thomas. And they frequently talk with us ia a very 
pleasing manner. But, Maria, if we are without com- 
pany, our fire-side is a stranger to duliness. Julia and I 
sometimes take a game or two at backgammon, But we 
have so many amusing and instructive books to read, and 
besides our regular studies, we have been reading history 
this winter, which has been rendered uncommonly inter- 
esting by Pa and Mu’s sitting down with us, and explain- 
ing itin a familiar manner. And Ma very often ‘reads 
other books with us which is very pleasing. She takes the 
ulmost pais to enlarge our library with the best and most 
entertaining books. We should be pleased to have you 
see our library: it is one of the prettiest Juvenile libra- 
ries ] have ever seen. Sometimes when our parents are 
not engaged, they entertain us wiih familiar histories of 
celebrated characters, and striking things which are pub- 
lished in works above our reading. The historical parts 
of the Bible have been a peculiar source of pleasure and 
instruction to us; and we have attended with much inter- 
est tosome biblical questions, and have takeu much pains 
to have Susan learn them. 

Julia. We have been very much pleased indeed with 
the history of some late Missions, which Ma has taken 
much pains to explain tous. I presume you read ac- 
counts of the Cherokee Mission; you smile, but really 
how very affecting it is for gentlemen and ladies to go so 
far from all their friends, and suffer so much hardship. 

Maria. Oh, I was thinking that Thomas and you 
would do for Missionaries, you are so serious. I believe 
J have read or heard something about the Mission, but I 
supposed such things were for older people. For my 
part, 1 think it is proper to enjoy lively things when we 
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are so young: and Pa says, too much study and reading 
is bad for the health, and that amusement is necessary to 
preserve our spirits. {am sure [ should be dull enough, 
to be always poring over books. I think novels are de- 
lightful; but I suppose you are tco precise to read them. 

Thomas. Pa does not condemn al! novels, but thinks 
that m general, they ave very hertful to young minds. 
He says, ali our reading now shou!d be chosen with a par- 
ticular reference to a foundation for the best education. 

Marta. A literary education is well enough for you ; 
but Julia and I do’nt want to be as Jearnec asa presi- 
dent of a College. JI am sure I should never think of any 
thing more than music and dancing, painting and eimbrol- 
dery. 

Julia. Those certainly are very pleasing branches of 
female education; but Ma says they are by no means in- 
dispeusable: yet I have begun a little upon music. But 
really Maria there is a superior pleasure in readiog. 

Maria. Oh yes: but | must and quill like the amuse- 
ment of the stage. Oh I wish you could have been there 
last night: I know you would go again to night. 

Julia. But yeu would not go so many times, (a dozen) 
and be at so much expense, te hear one play over and 
ever again? 

Maria. Iwant to know if you think of expense ? That 
is the last thing 1 should think of so long as I was per- 
permitted to g0. 

Julia. My dear girl, my parents have taught me never 
to be ashamed of frugality, though it might be though 
meanness by some. And while I feel the same juy and 
happiness in buying clothes for the naked, and ‘cordials 
for the sick, who are poor and wretched, and without 
charity, must suffer extremely, and perhaps perish ; i 
shall neverbe ashamed tospeak ‘of saving money. ‘lo see 

such sufferings as I bave seen this winter, and witwess 
such tears of gratitude and joy from the wretched sons 
and daughters of poverty aud distress, one would think 
they could never have toe much money to spend for their 
relief. 

Maria. Weil, but you certainly have enough for such 
purposes, and io spend tor yourself too, But really, Julia, 
you dont go inte such places yourself, do your 
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Julia. Indeed, Ihave learnt to do so of my dear Mother. 
She says,she should never know how much, or what to do, if 
she did not see to it herself. Much charity, she says, is 
entirely wasted for the want of particular personal atten- 
tion. 

Maria. What, such an elegant woman as she is, go in- 
to the |ittle dirty houses of the poor? Ma always sends 
things, she don’t go herself. 

Thomas. Idid not know but benevolence was con- 
sistent with the highest elegance. 

Maria. Why, if we send things— 

Thomas. But our parents are very careful not to en- 
courage idleness and vice by indiscriminate charity.— 
‘They consider it wrong to assist idle vicious people, who 
are able to help themselves: but are always anxious to do 
for their innocent children, by providing good places for 
them, aud getting them away from the influence of their 
parents. But only tothink what vast expense is necessary 
to accomplish the many and various plans of benevolence 
inourcountry. Pa says, who would not wish to be rich in 
these days, when such plans of beneficence are preposed, 
SO excellent and noble! He says it would give him more 
happiness to be able to establish useful institutions, and 
support Missionaries among the Heathen, &c. than to en- 
joy all the splendour of the world. 

Julia. Only think how many poor children there are 
who never attend schooi at al!, and therefore grow up in 








Lt ignorance and vice, and become not only nuisances, but 
ih pests to society. Now bow such good can be done by 
ft the rich in clothing and schosling these miserable ob= 
Sh jecis. 

es Thomas. And Pa Says, it would be far less expense to 


the government to support charitable schools for the poor, 
than to execute those laws which their ignorance and 
at vice render absolutely necessary. 

iii Maria. But you would not wish people to abridge 
4 themselves of every pleasure, and expend all they have in 
that way. 

hy Thomas. Ohno. But how many never expend ever 
‘Ve the stuallest trifle for such purposes. 
| 
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Maria. It is well to be charitable and do good—but 
really, unless we give up every enjoyment, I can’t see 
why it is wrong to attend plays. I must say there is 
nothing which gives me so much pleasure as to see sucht 
a brilliant assembly, and such charming performances. 

Thomas. Since there has been so much said, Maria, 
may f read you an anecdote upon the subject? 

Maria. O yes. 

[Thomas reads. | 

‘ A lady, who happened to bein the stage with the 
late Mr. Hervey, was expatiating in a very particular 
manner, on the amusements of tie Theatre, as being, in 
her esteem, superior to any other pleasures. Among 
other things she said—There was the pleasure of thinking 
on the play, before she went; the pleasure she enjoyed, 
when there ; and the pleasure of ruminating upon it, when 
over. Mr. Hervey,-(who sat and heard her discourse 
without interrupting her) when she had concluded, said 
to her in a mild maaner, that there was one pleasure 
more, besides what she had mentioned, which she had 
forgot; What can that be, said she, for sure I have in- 
cluded every pleasure when [ have considered the enjoy- 
ments before hand—at the time—and afterwards. Pray, 
Sir, what is it? To which Mr. Hervey, with a grave 
Jook, and in a manner peculiar to himself, answered, 
‘¢ Madam, the pleasure that it will give you on your death- 
bed” <A clap of thunder, or a flash of lightning, could 
not have struck her with more suririse; the stroke went 
to her very heart, and she had not one word more to say ; 
but seemed quite occupied in thinking upon it. In short, 
the consequence of that well-timed word was, that she 
never went any more to the play-house, but became a 
pious woman, and a follower of thuse pleasures which 
would afford her true satifaction on her death-bed.” 

fAt this moment the carriage appeared, and Maria 
took her leave with evident emotion. | 

(To be continued. ) 
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Exiract of a Letter from a young lady in New-York, to 
her brother in New- Hampshire, dat ted, Ap rid 13, 1Sf9. 


I can truly say, that if I have ever known what true 
happiiess is, It is at present. Among all the pursuits o! 
my yain imagination, it has been sought unfound. hind 
never unt — ¢ Save up a all hopes of ebt: AInINs g it in the vaai- 
ties and fo lies of the Wo rid, did I kn ow any thing of true 
enjoyimen t. but there is that which will make us h: ADDPY 5 
there is a certain sems thing, that wil sive trang: ili y of 
mind, and that peace of wh ich the wield knows nothings, 
To this, afew weeks si ince. d was a perfect stral nger. Hap- 
py, thrice happy is that soul that is redeemed by the paon 
of the Lamb. Can this Lamb be my fi riend? What! a 
friend to such a sinner? O amazing love and grace un- 
known. Yes; he is a faithful friend to all who putithet 
trust in him. 


‘Jesus is all I wish or want; 
For him f pray, I thirst, t pant; 
Let others after earth aspire ; 


‘L, wes : ~ - oer 7 Aaaerwe ° 
‘rest 1s the treasure [ desire ; 
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Treasure of treasnres, O what riches can be compared to 

~ sAUM 1 ey all ree 1 mho 3 — a 5a lace nf 
the tnjoyment of a christian! what love to the love oi 


Christ. 
a 


* (STRIKING PICTURE OF THE HEATHEN WORLD. 


Let us for a moment piace our soul in their soul’s stead. 
Let each one of you fancy himself a heathen, in a hea 
then jland. Through age or sickness you draw near the 
grave. Your friends, that they may not be defiled by a 
dead vody, convey you into a wilderness, or to the side gi 
some river, and leave you there with a bottle of water and 
a morsel ef bread, te languish and expire. As death ap- 
proaches, you turn your heavy eyes around for soime friend 
to wipe the cold sweat from your face, and bold your 
aching forehead. But no friend is near. You see only 
the jackals gathered round you to tear you limb from limb, 
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and the vultures flying over with horrid cog ey impa- 
nt t to pick upon your bones. Yet it is not the sig rbt of 
hi , it is not the feeling of loneliness nn this distressing 
Sé 38005 ib is not the keen pang when soul and body are 
arted, that brings the intense anguish, the nameless hor- 
Ors 5 It i is the despair with which a soul looks into a dark 
ane 1 bottomless enlf; On the dying bed of the christian, 
neaeial opens, but no ray of revelation cheers your pros- 
pect. Hurried by fiends to the bar of God, your soul re- 
ceives the apr valling sentence, “ Idolators shall have their 
part in the lake that burneth with fire aad brimstone.” 
While there sinking in the devouring flame, you see Chris- 
tians rising to glory, can you doubt for a moment wha 
benev olence required them to do for your salvation? 
Whatsoever then ye would that others should do unto you, 
do ye even go to them, for this is the law and the proph- 
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RELIGIOUS INTELLIGENCE. 
CHEROKEE AND CHOCTAW MISSIONS. 
(Continued from page 244.) 


To give a just impression of the indefatigable exertions 
of Messrs. Kingsbury, Hail, ang Williams, and of the in- 
teresting uature and peculiar importance of me mission, 
it is necessary to be somewhat particular. For some 
months, afier their arrival at Brainerd, they were daily 
émp sloyed, either in hard labour, or on journeys for the 
mission, to provide for a large family, and to make pre- 
parations for supplying the wants of a still greater one. 
‘This they felt constrained to do that th ley might lessen, 
as far as possible, the expense of the mission. And with 
such industry and perseverance was business 0 SPR 
that though the first arrival of a missionary was on the 
13th of January, and very many hindrances and much 
iliness was experienced, yet, in June, they had a schoo! 

iolars, from four to eighteen’ years of age ; and 
13 school, they had, on the Sabbath, ascho 01 f for 
ple, in which there were generally from twenty 
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to 25, mosily adults, and two Cherokee men and three 
white men. 

Mr. Kingsbury regularly preached on the Sabbath, to a 
respectab'e audience of about an hundred, most of whom 
could understand the English language. After the ser- 
mon, an address was made by an interpreter to those who 
eould not understand English. 

At this early period, the school, and the mission in ge- 
neral, presented the most flattering prospects. ‘ Could 
the friends of the mission,” said Mr. K , * look into 
our school, and see these tawny sons and daughters of 
the forest listening to our instructions, sitting at our table, 
and bowing around the family aliar, we do not believe 
they would grudge the money they have given to com- 
mence the establishment.” 

On account of the failure of the person who first con- 
tracted to erect the buildings, which were to be furnished 
by government, they were obliged to build four log cabins 
for dwelling houses, And, when most busy on their plan- 
tations, were obliged to engage in making and burning 
brick and lime, digging cellars and a well. And to pre- 
vent transporting their mea! 40 or 50 miles, weie also 

obiiged to make arrangements for building a mill. But 

under ail this pressure of labour and care, they expe- 
rienced, in a remarkable manner, the truth of the pre- 
cious promise, “ as the day is, so shall thy strength be;” 
and were enabled, according to their instruction, to lay a 
“ broad and lasting” ? foundation for a missionary estab- 
lishment. 

The prosperity of this Mission was greatly promoted 
by a tour of Rev. Elias Cornetius, an Agent of the Board 
of Commissioners. With great fatigue, diligence, and 
good effect, he visited the Cherokee, Chickasaw, Chock- 
aw, and Creek nations; and was instr umental in pre- 
paring the way for missionary establishments in the three 
jast. On his way he made very handsome collections for 
the Board in the principal towns, and had repeated inter- 
views with the heads of department at Washington, on 
ihe subject of meliorating the condition of the American 
Aborigines by means of schools, the arts of husbendry, 
and the mechanic arts, aud found that all the members 
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vi the general gove:nment expressed sentiments favour- 
able to this benevolent purpose.* ‘The prosperous state 
in which he found the Mission, will appear from the fol- 
lowing quotation from one of his letters to the Corres- 
ponding Secretary. Referring to the great disadvantages 
which they had laboured under, he says: “ When you 
think of these things, and the fact thai they have been 
called to make a great establishment in the wilderness, 
forty miles from the settlements, it cannot butexcite your 
admiration, that in one year from the commencement of 
their exertions, a dwelling house, 52 feet by 27, two stories 
high, should be reared, also a large and convenient scheol 
house, 36 feet by 22, a grist miil, and numerous smaller 
buildings. In addition to the labours of erecting these 
buildings, a considerable quantity of corn and other ar- 
ticles, lias beer raised, and a school of 20 or 30 children, 
taught and boarded all at the same time.” 

The formation of a church had been intentionally de- 
ferred until Mr. C ’s arrival. This interesting service 
was performed on the last Sabbath of September, when 
they made a solemn renewal of their covenant with God, 
and with each other. The Church consisted only of the 
inissionary brethren and sisters. After performing essen- 
tial service to the cause by attending the councils of dif- 
ferent Indian nations, addressing them upon the subject 
of missions and schools, and taking geographical notices 
of the country, &c. &c. he went to New-Orleans, where 
he spent the winter, and in the spring re-visited these 
nations, and returned to New-England. 

Another most auspicious event to the mission, was the 
offer of Rev. Ard Hoyt and family. Mr. Hoyt was Pastor 
of a Church in Wilkesbarre, Pensylvania. His letter oi 
communication upon the subject to the Secretary of the 
Board, is so very interesting, that no apology will de of- 
fered for its insertion, He writes as follows: 

‘‘ With diffidence and trembling I write to you on a sub- 
ject, which for some months past has pressed on my mind 
with great weight, viz. offering myself and family to go 





* For the very interesting account of this tour, the reader is re- 
ferred to the numbers of the Panoplist for December, 1817, and Je. 


nuary and February, 1818. 
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on a mission to some of the heathen tribes on our fron- 
tiers. Attending to your plan for evangelizing these 
tribes, I thought I could see it perfectly practicable ; and 
was led to believe that a divine blessing would attend the 
undertaking, if American Christians would enter into the 
spirit of this plan, and prosecute it upon that large scale, 
and with that benevolence and perseverance, which the 
magnitude of the work calls for. My mind was expanded, 
my heart was enlarged, and imagination painted these 
now savage tribes, ‘ English in their language, civilized in 
their manners, and Christian in their religion.’ I then 
said, Who will gor—and for my life could not help reply- 
ing in the language of the prophet,‘ Here am I; send me.’ 
Since that time waking or sleeping, my mind has been on 
this subject more than any other, and frequently to the 
exclusion of all other care and thought.”—“ After re- 
peatedly seeking divine direction, I have concluded, dear 
Sir, to write to you, and through you to the Prudential 
Committee, if you should see cause to lay the subject be- 
fore them.”’—* I am now forty-six years old.””—“ We 
have three children, (one son and two daughters) who are 
the hopeful subjects of renewing grace, and who had mani- 
fested strong desires to be sent to the heathen, before 
there was any thought of my going. The youngest of 
the three has- passed her eighteenth year. ‘The son is 
now a member of Princeton College in the junior class. 
‘There is also a young man twenty-five years old, of ap- 
proved talents and piety, who has been for some time a 
member of my family, studying under the patronage of 
a benevolent society, fur the express purpose of being 
prepared to go to the heathen. Should my family he 
accepted, he will be pleased to go with us.” 

The Board having, upon the receipt of this highly in- 
teresting letter, made suitable inquiry respecting Mr. Hoyt 
and family, very gladly and thankfully accepted his 
offer. At the same time Mr. Hoyt having sought the ad- 
vice of his brethren in the Ministry, was regularly dis- 
missed from his pastoral charge, and very highly recom- 
mended by them to the Prudential Committee as a man 
of talents, prudence, piety, and eminent missionary qua- 
Jifications. Mr. William Chamberlain, the young man 
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mentioned by Mr. Hoyt asa member of his family, was 
also recommended by them as a discreet, pious, zealous, 
and promising young man; and, indeed, highly satisfac- 
tory testimonials were given in favour of all the family. 
At the direction of the Board they left Wilkesbarre early 
in November, and embarked at Philadelphia for Savan- 
nah in the first convenient vessel, where they arrived on 
the 27th, just in season to escape a violent storm. Here 
they were joined by the Rev. Daniel S. Butrick, another 
Missionary, who sailed from Boston about the middle of 
November, and arrived the same day. They left Savan- 
nah for Augusta, December 3d, arrived there the 10th, 
left there the 12th, and arrived. at Athens on the 18th: 
Friday, the 19th, was set apart as a day of fasting and 
prayer ; Saturday, they proceeded on their journey, and 
afier experiencing many trials and much fatigue in their 
passage through the wilderness, safely arrived at Chicka- 
maugah on Sabbath morning, Jan. 4th, to the indescribable 
joy and congratulation of both parties. 
( To be continued. ) 


No'e.—Many particulars of their journey are highly interesting, and 
sive a very pleasing idea of the spirit of these adventurers. See 
Panoplist for Feb. 1818. 


REVIVALS OF RELIGION, 


In four adjoining Counties in Massachusetts, Revivals 
of Religion have prevailed in a very distinguished man- 
ner, and still continue in many places. lt is supposed 
that from fifteen hundred to two thousand persons have 
been the fruits of Divine mercy in these revivals. 

The work in Greenfield is said to continue with anima- 
tion. 

In Westfeld, the;influences of the Holy Spirit have been 
descending in a glorious manner for more than six months 
_past. The Congregational Church has received the ad- 

dition of eighty persons, and it is hoped that many more 
have received a saving change. 

Information has recently been received from Chelsea 
and Vershire, in Vermont; that they are specially visited 
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by the Moly Spirit. The revival which commenced in 
Chelsea ia Apiil last, is still increasing. There are thirty 
hopeful converts, and perhaps more than three times that 
number are under deep conviction; but the convictions 
have generally been deep and pungent, yet no disorder 
has marred the beauty of the work. In Vershire, thirty 
hopeful subjects are numbered. 

In Marshfield, Mass. a very striking reformation has 
lately been experienced. ‘Thirty-three have been added 
to the Baptist Church, twenty to the Methodist, and some 
to the Congregational Church. Many were delaying, from 
motives of expediency, on account of their age, and the 
suddenness of their change. 

The Baptist Church in Belchertown, has ceaphael the 
addition of 44 Juring the late revival in that place. 

Ai )’mdsor, Vermont, New-London and Newport, N. H. 
wlizabeth Town, N. J. and Eldr idge, Ohio, large additions 
have lately been made to the Baptist Churches. 

In Coventry, N.Y. one hundred have recently united 
with the Bapiist Church, forty with the Congregational, 
and twenty with the Methodist Church. 

Considerable additions have been made to the Church 
in Aurora, N. Y. and the revivai still continues. 

From Frankfort, Kentucky, there is the good news of 
revivals having extended through the counties of Allen, 
Warren, Logan, and Barrin. In Russelvilie, about a hun- 
dred bave made a proiession ; and from fifty to an hundred 
in Bolin Green. Some hundreds have joiied the Churches 
in the neighbouring towns, and many in Scofville and 
Glasgow. 


| 


A JUVENILE FEMALE EDUCATION SOCIETY, 


Auxiliary to the Massachusetts Baptist Education Socie- 
ty, was organized in Boston, on the Ist of March. It is 
composed of young ladies belonging to the three Baptist 
Societies in that town. It now consists of seventy-six 


members. 
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SABBATH SCHOOLS. 


EXTRACT FROM THE EIGHTH REPORT OF THE SUNDAY SCHOOL 
SOCIETY IN IRELAND. 


The following extract will give a faint view of the exe 
tent and utility of Sabbath Schools in Ireland. 

The number of Shcools assisted by the Seciety is now 
554, containing by the last returns, 59,888 scholars. ‘The 
increase, therefore, during the last year, has been 115 
schools, and 8478 scholars. Of the above number of 554 
schools, 32, containing 2,069 scholars, have failed. 

During the sixteen years immediately preceding the 
formation of this society, only 56 Sunday Scliools appear 
io have been established, while in the nine succeeding 
years 640 have been established; of which number 120 
have been set up within the last rwELVE montis, 

Among the many changes which have of late years 
taken place in the general aspect of this country, there is 
none, per haps, more important, or, at the same time, less 
conspicuous to public view, than the rapid extension of 
the system of Sunday School Instructiog. Since tie year 
1809, nearly all those efferts have been made in Dublin, 
which have awakened, fostered, and directed corresponds 
ing efforts in so many parts of [reland ; and now there is 
scarcely a county which cannot boast of several Sunday 
Schools: while, previously to that year, there was only 
upon an average about one to each county and city in 
Ireland. This enlightened plan has penetrated already 
into some of the darkest abodes of ignorauce and irrelt- 
gion. 


BLESSINGS OF THE SYSTEM IN IRELAND. 


‘Che benefits which HAVE RESULTED wherever the system 
_ has been properly supported and persevered in, are prac- 
tically such as might appear exaggeration to describe. 
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county who can bear such testimony, is th 
ad 


chat can be given to the question ; ‘aod, upon that testi- 
monv, the claim of Sunday Schoois to pi ublic enco urage- 


ment may safely rest. 

Thé Sabbath no idnger wasted or profaned, as the day 
for idle sports and petty depreda ations ; but becoming ape 
mropriated to its intended object, the acquisition of reli- 
gious knowledge—Children trained up in right principles 
—Parents awakened or reclaimed, by the lessons and ex- 
amples of their ofispiing—the geueral habits, sentiments, 
and manners of the poor, improved, rviabieag and civilized 
—Industry excited 5 economy, cleantine ss, and domestic 
comforts of every Kind promoted—the lab ours of paros 
‘hial ministers abridged and lightened, and their flocks 
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prepared to hear their exhortations—iaws respected and 
obeyed 5 a people sone ihe only sure foundation of all 
duty; the only ste fast princip!2z on which the authority 
of the magistrates, and the rights, the lives and properties 
of individi uals, can with any security picket these are 
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amongst the obvious consequences cf a genera! esiablishe 
fa ‘ 
ment of Sunday Scheols. 


Extracts from the Second Report of the Philadelphia Sunday 
and Adult School Union: read at their Annual Meeting, 
Ma j 2oth, 1819, 
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Since our last report was published, the number of 
scheols belonging to the Union has greatly increased 
} 


Fighty-four have been added to our list in the cotfse of 


twelve months. The whole number now on the rol , is 
129 schools. These contain 10,550 white children; 
377 white adults; 663 black children, and 716 coloured 
adulis;—making in the aggregate 12,306 learners who 
constantly receive instruction from i431 teachers; of 
\ 
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vucm 67! are maies, and 761 females. 
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A boy who had been present at a Missionary Meeting 


id. was so dee ply impre ssed bv what 
ie next aon he was overheard 
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those to be fools whe are so. 


FAITH, HOPE, LOVE. 


h, He, and Love, were question’d what they thoi 
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Of fuiure bliss, by pure religion taught; 
‘dit firmly to be true, 


Now Faith believ’ 
And Hope expected so to find it too; 
Love answer’d smiling with a gen’rous glow, 
Expect? Believe? 1 know it to be so! 


but much as [ love vou, if 
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THE ALARM. 


‘¢ Arise ye and depart, for this is not your rest ; because it is pollut- 
éd, it shall destroy you, even with a sure destruction.”—Mycaun ii. 16 





And dost thou sinner, linger still, 

Expos’d to danger, void of peace ? 

Why should this world enchain thy will, 
~ When mercy calis and years increase 2” 


A heavenly voice arrests thine ear 
QO listen to its friendly lay, 

"Tis echoed by the parting me 
And tells you to improve the day. 
The Gospe!-day—the day of grace 
Which kind compassion, boundiess love 
Has granted to our sinful race, 

To gain eternal joys above. 

Seek not in objects vain and low 
To find the much desired rest, 
Polluted dangerous pleasures flow, 
Apparent bliss and woes confess’d. 


Destruction will o’ertake the mind, 
That lingers in sin’s devious way, 
As flies the chaff before the wind, 
Justice will drive the soul away- 


The voice that warns directs thee too, 
And points to Jesus on the cross ; 
This be thy resi—thy refuge true, 
And count all other things but loss. 


co 


NOTICE TO CORRESPONDENTS. 


Sermon for Youth, from Proy. viil. 17. : 

An Address to Young Females: 

An Address to Children ata Prayer Meeting of the Churcli on tueiz 
behalf. at Greensboro, Vt. June, 1819: 

A Ball Chamber dedicated to the worship of God: 

The Infant’s Grave: 

Eliza Staria’s Third Communication ;: 

The iraiiiy of life: 

Lines from Prey, vill, 17.: received, 








